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Pasmrs urged to recrmt 400 OGO voters

Beformaﬁon Ohio’s

religious-voter-drive

is powerto contend
- Wlth its founder says

By .loe Hal[eti:
THE COLUMBUS DiSPAIBFP

Inspzred by ﬁery speeches
ﬁom televangelist Rod Parsley .
‘and former U.S. Sen: Zell Mﬂler,
of Georgla, himdreds of evan-
gehcal pastors vowed yesterday
* o Signiup new, voters in their.
‘churches for next year s
= elections.

Meetmg forthe fDUIth time in
‘a year under the banner of Ref-
ormatlcn Ohic, a four—yeax ini-
~~ tative to infuse state politics with
conservatve values and morahty,
- +1,320 pastors-were handed thou-

—

sands of mail-in petiions to d15— _'

—_ribute to. their congregations "
urging U.8, senators to qmcldy
* confirm John Robarts to the U S
Supreme Court. B b
Parsley,. founder and pres1-
dent of the Cemer for Moral .
__ Clarity, hajled the large gather- -
~.'ing of pastors at his southeast-
= ' ern Franklin County church

complex as-evidence of momen- -

furn from the successful 2004
_ general-election campaign to
— consumﬁona]ly ban Saimie-sex
marriage in Ohio.
“H they thought they saw. -
something in 2004, wait il
-~ they see 2006,” Parsley said,
referring to skeptics of the
religious-voter movement.
“They thought we would go
~ away. I'm hére to tell you, we'te,

here to stay.”

The effortheaded by Parsley,
pastor of the World Harvest -
Church, has similar obhjectives
as the Ohio Restogration Project’s
Patriot Pagtors movement o
founded by the Rev. Russell  °
Inlmson, pastor ‘of the Fairfield

4., Christian Chiwrch in Lancaster:

Together, Reformation Ohio,
and the Ohie Restoration Pro- T
~*ject are aiming to register - R
400,000 new voters supportive

.. of arwagenda that includes na-

" tional bans on abortlons, same-
sex mazriages, hipan clomng
and stem-cell research using -
embryos, ard that would ]mnt .
pornography and sexually on—
énted busmesses

The gmups also wantto, over-

turn a provision in the U.3: fax -
‘code thatprohibits nonprof‘rt
ehurches from. endoxsmg can; :
didates. :

. “The-church i in Amenca is up- -
der oppression,” Parsley said.:
“The nation, he said, was: founcl—
--ed on biblical principles;add-: -~
ing: “Qur founders never in-

- tended a secular state.”

Joe Cond, spokesman for the :
‘Americans United for Separa- o
tion of Church and State, inl
Washmgton, said it appeared - -

Parsley was “Trying to blurthe
line” of what is permissible for

Former U S.
Sen. Zell _Mlller,
who joined Rod
Paxsley at yes-
terday’s gathei-
ing, spoke out -
against “Hberal
“activist ]udges

partisan politics.”
-Although Parsley and Iohnson
hayve been carefui nottoen- ... .

' “dorse Ohio Secretary of State ],

“Kenneth Blackwell's I{epubhcan

. canchdacy for govemnor, Black-

well has become a regula.r at”

their events and often is asked

to speak. .
“f think it’s pretty clear o this

. case that Rev. Parsley is sup-

pm’tmg Ken Blackwell for gover-
hor,” Commn said.
Yestexdajg, Blackwell was en-

| dnrsed By Miller, the conserva- . -

" friend and ally, but they view me

as the only genuine
. conservative in this race on
both sides of the a.lsle,"

- BIackweIl said:

- In his'speech, Miiler railed
. against “liberal activist judges”
‘who he said have encouraged
. the debasing of society by sanc-’

- tioning violence, immoral sexu-,

al behavior and vulgarity unider
-thé banner of freé speecir.

" “Free speech is not free ardll ! ..

—it's costing this county,”,

‘Miller said, co.utend.mg that too'

smany Amencans have tumed &

. collective deaf ear and blind eye
" to.the'trash that pervades our” ~

“culture. ... For too long, way- .
, too long, the Supreme Court has
* beent handing down decisions
that men and'women of faith

: can.not “accept.”

. tive Democrat and former govs .

]ha]lett@d:spatch com :

 ernor of G8ergia who dehvered. A

a prime: time speech at the Re; -

publican Nafional Convention - :

~last summerin. New Yozk City.-
“You are the kind of leadex

this state — ‘any state < needs W
- Miller said to Blackwe?l whad..

“was seated in g froat-row pew:

el I.ater, Blackwell said endorse- -

- ments jn the last week byM;]leJ:

‘Mark Sanford, of South Camﬁ-

chiitches in order to retain their~na;and: Rick Perry, of Texas,

IRS tax exempnons
““If there is any hint that the " _,
*t - ghurchés are doing political ad-

" vocacy on behalf of canchdates,

- the IRS will step in,” Conm said.
“It’s a dangerous game for these
pastors to.play because the IRS
is very strict when it comes to

were mpre than symbolic ges-
tures in his race for the
gubematonal Tieminatipn
against state Auditor Betty D.
Montgomery and Attorney Gen~
exal Jim Pefro.

“These aré conservatives who

‘not only view me as a longtime

anid-two Republican: govemurs e
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